
Count Done (x) Phase Task Hours to Allocate Notes

1 Brainstorm 
Phase

Watch the 16-minute 
video on Canvas, 
“Anatomy of a 
Researched Argument,” 
and review/analyze the A 
Papers posted for ideas 
for yours and to see how 
this paper is skeletoned.

1
2 Brainstorm 

Phase
Turn your I-Search 
question into an 
argument YOU want to 
make (see below tasks for 
help w/ this). Suggestion: 
formulate one argument 
of each type and choose 
one. 

1
3 Brainstorm 

Phase
Thoroughly read/annotate 
project 3A description. 

0.5
4 Brainstorm 

Phase
Write a "brain dump" ON 
PAPER of all the 
ideas/aspects of interest 
to you in your I-Search 
that you want to explore 
more about. 

0.5
5 Brainstorm 

Phase
Re-read  FIAW Ch. 3 (pgs 
55-71) to refresh on 
arguments of fact, value 
or policy definitions and 
to glean ideas for an 
argument YOU would like 
to make

0.5
6 Brainstorm 

Phase
Draw a "mind map" of 
your topic, with a circle in 
the middle of a piece of 
paper then jutting out 
from that, an argument of 
fact, value, or policy 

0.5
7 Brainstorm 

Phase
Read + add to your to-do 
list steps from Dale 
Carnegie's Prepration 
chapter in Public 
Speaking for Success

0.5
8 Hunter/gatherer 

Phase
Read several sources in 
your topic/field 
(suggested minimum: 10), 
evaluating popular and 
scholarly sources for 
background/use.

4
9 Hunter/gatherer 

Phase
Read "the conversation" 
(aka figure out who’s 
saying what about your 
topic, where are there 
gaps, are scholars not 
talking about something, 
what’s missing?); figure 
out how YOU can 
contribute to this 
conversation.

1
10 Hunter/gatherer 

Phase
Make a claim that is 
based on the argument 
types we are reading 
about (definition, 
evaluation, causal, 
rebuttal, proposal).

1
11 Hunter/gatherer 

Phase
Keep excellent notes on 
rhetorical analysis of 
sources, and to sketch 
out the conversation 
accurately.

1
12 Hunter/gatherer 

Phase
Discussion 9 - Research 
Journal Part 1

1
13 Hunter/gatherer 

Phase
Reflection Journal #13 0

14 Hunter/gatherer 
Phase

PB7-Tentative claim + 
conversation map

1
15 Hunter/gatherer 

Phase
Reflection Journal #14 0

16 Hunter/gatherer 
Phase

Read FIAW Ch. 7 (164-
181)

1
17 Hunter/gatherer 

Phase
Discussion 10 - 
Annotated Bibliography 
Part 1

1
18 Hunter/gatherer 

Phase
Reflection Journal #15 0

19 Hunter/gatherer 
Phase

PB8-Infographic 
Genre/Visual/Rhetorical 
Analysis

1
20 Hunter/gatherer 

Phase
Discussion 11 - 
Annotated Bibliography 
Part 2

1
21 Hunter/gatherer 

Phase
Discussion 12 - Research 
Journal Part 2

1
22 Hunter/gatherer 

Phase
Reflection Journal #16 0

23 Hunter/gatherer 
Phase

Choose 4 minimum (+the 
3 from I-Search) sources 
that support your claim.

1
24 Hunter/gatherer 

Phase
Read samples of 
researched arguments to 
craft/mimic an "academic 
tone/style"

0.5
25 Skeleton Phase Write/sketch YOUR 

rhetorical situation: 
Purpose/audience/culture
/context in/for which you 
write. Identify and clearly 
target a specific 
academic audience with 
your writing, considering 
whether that audience is 
comprised of insiders or 
outsiders relative to your 
community of 
observation.

0.5
26 Skeleton Phase Write your thesis 

statement. 
0.5

27 Skeleton Phase Decide: Will you craft 
appeals to ethos, pathos 
and/or logos? Which 
would be more 
dominant/appropriate to 
your topic at hand?

0.5
28 Brain Dump 

Phase
Flesh out outline/skeleton 
into a draft: Write a 
beginning para(s), a 
middle para(s), and an 
end/conclusion para(s) 
MINIMUM for SFD. 

3
29 Brain Dump 

Phase
Be sure to write your 
conclusion for this SFD. 
Conclude with avenues 
for further pursuit: Is there 
an issue or tension you’ve 
discovered that needs to 
be further explored? A 
change you think should 
be made? More research 
that needs to be 
conducted to further 
pursue your questions?

1
30 Brain Dump 

Phase
Add a creative title to 
your essay and/or make it 
a point to brainstorm one 
with your prof. 

0.5
31 Brain Dump 

Phase
CITE/ATTRIBUTE YOUR 
SOURCES AT ALL 
TIMES--for direct and 
indirect quotes, 
summarized or 
paraphrased 
text/arguments/ideas of 
others.

1
32 Brain Dump 

Phase
Review your draft against 
the P. description + rubric 
making sure you cover all 
bases

0.5
33 Brain Dump 

Phase
Schedule SFD 
Consultation on Calendly

0.25
34 Brain Dump 

Phase
Attend SFD consultation 
in instructor's office

0.75
35 Brain Dump 

Phase
Turn in SFD 0.25

36 Organizing 
Phase

Incorporate instructor 
SFD comments into RRD

2
37 Organizing 

Phase
Weave your thesis 
throughout the paper: 
check that each para. has 
topic sentences 
introducing the point of 
that paragraph that ties 
back into/supports the 
main thesis. Restate your 
thesis throughout the 
paper in new/expanded 
ways.

2
38 Organizing 

Phase
Support your claim 
throughout your 
argument with examples 
and evidence gathered 
through your research 
methods. Make sure that 
each claim is backed by 
equally strong evidence. 

1
39 Organizing 

Phase
Evaluate SFD against 
Reader Review Checklist

1
40 Organizing 

Phase
Evaluate SFD against P. 
description + rubric

0.5
41 Organizing 

Phase
PB8-Infographic 
Genre/Visual/Rhetorical 
Analysis

1
42 Organizing 

Phase
Discussion 11 - 
Annotated Bibliography 
Part 2

1
43 Organizing 

Phase
Discussion 12 - Research 
Journal Part 2

1
44 Organizing 

Phase
Turn in RRD 0.25

45 Reflection 
Phase

Participate in RRD Day by 
(1) turning in your RRD (2) 
attending (3) marking up 
2-3 of your peers' RRDs. 

0
46 Reflection 

Phase
Incorporate the 2-3 RRD 
feedback checklists you 
received from your peers. 

1
47 Reflection 

Phase
Make sure your paper 
follows the P. description, 
rubric, et al. 

0.5
48 Reflection 

Phase
Write your 300-500 word 
Reflection Letter written 
to the audience of your 
choice and addressing 
the following questions: 
What was positive and 
negative about the 
process of composing 
Project 3A? Which of our 
Course Learning 
Outcomes (see syllabus) 
did you grow in the most? 
What is the area of 
Project 3A that you feel 
proudest of? Why?

2
49 Reflection 

Phase
Turn in Final Project 0.25

50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73

https://calendly.com/kellyjplante/sfd_p3
https://calendly.com/kellyjplante/sfd_p3

